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but which she held from that time till the day of her death.
The question of an heir to the throne remained unsettled until the " Old Buddha " took the matter into her own hands and settled it in favour of a young kinsman of hers called Prince Pu Chun, who was suitable from the manes-worshipping point of view, being of a younger generation than Kwang Hsu.
Prince Pu Chun was the son of Prince Tuan, afterwards leader of the Boxer movement. In January, 1898, Kwang Hsu, at the instigation of the Empress-Dowager, issued a Vermilion Decree, formally appointing him Ta-A-Ko, or Heir Apparent.
This boy was in Peking when we first arrived there, and was being brought up at the Court with a view to the position which it was intended he should ultimately occupy. But he was a detestable youth, violent-tempered, coarse-featured and rude-mannered. He played his cards very badly with the autocratic old Empress.
One day he dressed himself up as a Boxer, and played at being one with the eunuchs in the courtyard of her palace. She saw him from a distance, and sending for his father, reproached him bitterly for allowing his son to behave in so unseemly a manner.
Another time he is said to have smacked the young Emperor's face, calling him a devil's spawn. This outrageous insult to the person of the Son of Heaven, whom common mortals were not even supposed to look at without shading their eyes, so incensed the old Empress that she condemned the offender to twenty strokes of the whip.
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